WINTER    BLACK-OUT               2Q

are safer in the country. Keep them there/5
I venture to bring Richard and Hilary to town
for Christmas. War, for them, does not spoil
the day, and the experiment seems justified until,
e^rly in January, rumours of a Nazi invasion
of Holland because the water defences are frozen
startles Europe for several days. This time, the
invasion does not occur, but the family gives
way to a sigh of relief when Richard and Hilary
are safely back at school.

With the New Year, as though war were not
in itself a sufficient ordeal, the coldest .winter
for more than forty years creeps over England.
Magnetic mines, Germany's newest " secret
weapon'5, are blown all over the Channel by
the stormy winds. As the harsh days slowly
grow longer, my author friend writes me from
the country that she is working with numb
fingers in a room where, in spite of the fire, there
is ice inside the windows.

"It is still bitterly cold here," she reports.
"So cold, my brains seem frozen in my head/9

All over Britain, the poorly protected pipes
freeze and burst, and the population shivers
beside its small fires of rationed coal. The 2ist
of January is the coldest day ever recorded in
England. On the 24th, the temperature is 5
below zero in the Malvern hills, and Richard's
school is snow-bound. In London, the snow
falls and lies deep, hard as iron beneath 25 degrees